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May 1, 2026

Dear Glenn and Members of the Board of Directors,

At this time of year, I often find myself reflecting on this school year and looking ahead to what lies on the 
horizon for Avon. This past year is one I will long remember. The Class of 2026 brought exceptional leader-
ship and energy to our community, and together with students across all grade levels, we achieved remarkable 
things. From impressive work in our Advanced Independent Project Program, to raising more than $50,000 
for Hands On Hartford through our annual Winged Wishes Drive, to earning more Connecticut Scholastic 
Art Awards than any other school in the state, and capturing New England Championships in hockey and 
football, along with four Founders League Championships, the impact of this community has been both 
broad and lasting.

Looking ahead, we have exciting and important work to do. Our Capital Campaign will go public at the 
start of the new fiscal year, representing a transformational initiative that will help position Avon for its next 
century. In September 2027, we will launch our yearlong Centennial Celebration. These priorities will require 
significant focus and energy over the next two years, alongside the ongoing work of leading the School and 
ensuring our programs continue to evolve to meet the needs of our boys.

As I complete my 33rd year at Avon, my thoughts have turned to my future here. I have devoted my career to 
this School, and Avon means more to me than I can fully express. As I look toward the close of my career, I 
have thought carefully about what is best for our students, for this community, and for Karen and me. Finish-
ing my time at Avon in the right way is deeply important to me. With that in mind, and consistent with the 
timeframe I shared with the Board when I accepted this role, I have concluded that serving as Head of School 
for two more years is the right path forward. By that time, the Centennial Celebration will be complete, and 
the Capital Campaign will be in its final stages. This significant chapter in Avon’s history will come to a close, 
creating a natural transition point for new leadership to guide the School into its second century. While the 
decision was not an easy one, it is the right one.

This is a difficult letter to write. I have loved my time at Avon and the many roles I have been fortunate to 
hold. Karen and I arrived here as newlyweds and will leave as grandparents. This place has shaped our lives in 
profound ways, and I will always be grateful to George Trautman for taking a chance on me. I believe deeply 
in the work we do and in the difference we make each day in the lives of our students. Together, we have built 
something truly special, a community we will miss dearly and cherish always.

Thank you for the privilege of leading this remarkable School.
 
Aspirando et perseverando,

 

James M. Detora P’12
Head of School
Avon Old Farms School
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