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May 1, 2026
Dear Members of the Avon Old Farms Community,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I write to share that Head of School James M. Detora P’12 has informed
the Board of his intention to retire at the conclusion of the 2027-2028 academic year, which falls during Avon
Old Farms School’s centennial year.

While this announcement represents an important milestone for Avon, it is one the Board anticipated and
planned for thoughtfully. When Jim accepted this role, he was transparent about the general timeframe of his
leadership, and his decision reflects the commitment he made at the outset. We are grateful for that clarity,
and for the leadership he will provide over the next two years. That assurance gives us every reason to look
ahead with strength and confidence.

Avon Old Farms is exceptionally well-positioned for its next chapter with strong enrollment, meaningful
campus improvements, and a solid financial foundation. Jim’s intentional timing offers a natural and exciting
transition point, an opportunity to honor the School’s rich history while preparing for the leadership that will
carry us into our second century.

Ensuring effective succession is among the Board of Directors’ most important responsibilities. We are in the
final stages of selecting an executive search firm, a decision we expect to finalize by the end of this month. I
have asked fellow Board member Neal Keating P’19 to serve as chair of the Search Committee. Neal is ac-
tively assembling the group that will help identify and recommend Avon Old Farms School’s next Head of
School. The process will be focused, deliberate, and conducted with the care this transition deserves.

Jim’s extensive career and his tenure as Head of School have strengthened Avon in meaningful and lasting
ways. His leadership has been defined by deep care for our students, steadfast commitment to our mission,
and a clear focus on leaving the School in a strong and sustainable position. He has led with conviction and
integrity, always keeping the boys at the center of every decision. We are deeply grateful for all he has done
and will continue to do to ensure a successful transition. Throughout the transition, we will continue to rec-
ognize Jim for his considerable contributions to Avon Old Farms.

I look forward to sharing more information with you as we progress in the coming months.

Aspirando et perseverando,

Glenn A. Sieber H’19, P’17
Chairman of the Board
Avon Old Farms School

500 OLD Farms Roap, Avon, CoNNECTICUT 06001
phone (860)404-4100 « www. AvonOldFarms.com



